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Journal Description
The Journal of Regulatory Science (JRS) is an online open-access journal intended for scholars with an
interest in regulatory science. The JRS publishes free of charge, peer-reviewed scientific manuscripts,
proposed standard evaluations and rapid communications to advance the discipline of regulatory science.
The JRS is devoted to the consideration of risk management tools, standards, and practices to improve the
protection and compliance of regulated products. It is the mission of the Journal of Regulatory Science to
facilitate an open dialogue among regulatory scientists from the global community.
The scope of the Journal of Regulatory Science is comprehensive and includes a range of articles related
to the regulation of food and feed, the environment, drugs, transportation, communications, and other
related fields. Topics include:













Regulation, standardization, and codes practices;
Harmonization and equivalency;
Product testing, method development, monitoring and surveillance, researches and technologies
for product safety, environment protection, and energy reservation;
Food contamination and adulteration;
Consumer, markets, and cost benefit analysis;
Hazard analysis, HACCP, HARPC, and product safety;
Risk analysis and communication;
Quality assurance and control;
Good manufacturing practices, good laboratory practices, and good clinic practices;
Gap analysis, implementation, and evaluation of regulatory practices and improvement;
Environmental control; and
Education, training, and outreach.

Submissions that do not fulfill these requirements will not be considered for review.

Types of Papers
The JRS welcomes original scientific articles, reviews, rapid communications and policy commentaries
that deal with every aspect of regulatory science. Review articles are normally processed with prior
agreement of the editors. Authors are encouraged to contact the review editor for a particular subject with
a proposal and outline. Review articles should be broad in scope and be of interest to the general audience
in regulatory science. Rapid communications can deal with a specialized topic and the results may
contribute to one sub-discipline of regulatory science. Policy commentaries can be an evaluation of a
regulation standard, impact analysis of a regulation standard or related investigations.

Audience
All regulatory scientists, managers, technologists and legislators working in the food and feed,
environmental, pharmaceutical, transportation, and communications industries are invited to participate as
readers, authors and reviewers.
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Submissions
The submission process is entirely online, and you must be registered as an author to submit articles. To
register:
1. Complete the registration form posted at:
https://journals.tdl.org/regsci/index.php/regsci/user/register
2. Select the ‘Author’ checkbox
3. Click ‘Register’ to return to the user home page
4. Follow the onscreen instructions for the 5-step submission process
5. In the "Notes" option, include suggestions (name, title, email) for three potential suitable
reviewers who are well versed in the field of your manuscript.

Author Guidelines
Authors and commentators agree to adhere to the following guidelines:
Manuscript Length
a.
b.
c.
d.

Scientific Articles: up to 10,000 words
Policy Commentaries: up to 7,000
Rapid Communications: up to 3,500 words
Review articles: Content will be determined based on editor’s communication

Word limits include table and figures, but do not include the abstract or references. JRS is
amenable to longer articles. Please contact the Editor to discuss.
Submission Format
a. JRS only accepts submissions through the Texas Digital Library electronic journal system at
https://journals.tdl.org/regsci/index.php/regsci/index
b. Submissions must be made in a common word processing file format (e.g., .doc)
c. Submissions must be made in English
d. Single-column format with simple layout (e.g., do not justify text)
e. Double-spaced with one-inch margins
f. Legible font (Times New Roman or Arial, 12 pt)
g. Use line numbering
h. Employ italics, rather than underlining
i. Indent paragraphs ½ inch
j. Spell out any number less than 10, unless paired with a mathematical symbol
k. Editors of the JRS discourage the use of acronyms
l. Define abbreviations in a footnote on the first page of the article and ensure consistency
throughout the text
m. Include a title located above each table
n. Include a caption below each table or figure
o. All photos and figures should be submitted as separate supplementary files in .jpeg or .pdf
format. Please do not submit files that are too low in resolution.
p. Headings should be left justified with a single space between the heading and subsequent text
Recommended Scientific Article Structure

Updated: April 25, 2017

https://journals.tdl.org/regsci/index.php/regsci/index

Page2

Journal of Regulatory Science
Author Information
a. Title Page All articles should include a title page with the full names of the authors and their
affiliations.
b. Abstract All manuscripts should include an abstract of no more than 200 words. Do not
include abbreviations, diagrams or references to the text within the abstract.
c. Keywords Provide a maximum of six keywords, avoiding acronyms and abbreviations, for
indexing purposes.
d. Introduction Provide a context for your manuscript, state the objectives of the work and
provide an adequate background. Avoid a detailed literature survey or summary of the
results.
e. Materials and Methods Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods
already published should be indicated by a reference: only relevant modifications should be
described.
f. Results Present a clear and concise description of the results.
g. Discussion This section should explore the significance of the results of the work, not repeat
them. A combined Results and Discussion section is often appropriate. Avoid extensive
citations and discussion of published literature.
h. Conclusions The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions
section, which may stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results section.
i. Appendices Identify multiple appendices as A, B, etc. Provide separate numbering for
equations and formulas (e.g., 1), as well as tables and figures (e.g., Table 1, Fig. 1, etc.)
j. Highlights A short list of bullet points to convey the essence of the submission is optional.
k. Acknowledgements Acknowledge those who contributed to the research and refinement of
the article in a separate section preceding the references. Do not include acknowledgements
on the title page or within other sections of the article.
l. Footnotes Use footnotes sparingly with consecutive Arabic numbering throughout the article
q. References When available, provide the URLs for references accessed online along with the
last date of access. Ensure that URLs are ready to click (that is, http://pkp.sfu.ca)
r. Supplementary material Supplementary material will be accepted to support and enhance
scientific study. The supplementary material will offer the possibilities to publish supporting
data, images, videos and more.
References
a. Text: Citations should follow the referencing style used by the American Psychological
Association. You are referred to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association, Sixth Edition, ISBN 978-1-4338-0561-5, copies of which may be ordered from
http://www.apastyle.org. Details can also be found at
http://blog.apastyle.org/apastyle/2011/01/writing-in-text-citations-in-apa-style.html.
b. Reference List: References should be arranged first alphabetically and then further sorted
chronologically as necessary. More than one reference from the same author(s) in the same
year must be identified by the letters 'a', 'b', 'c', etc., placed after the year of publication. For
example:
i. Reference to a journal publication:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A. (2010). The art of
writing a scientific article. Journal of Scientific Communications, 163, 51–
59.
ii. Reference to a book:
Strunk, W., Jr., & White, E. B. (2000). The elements of style. (4th ed.). New
York: Longman, (Chapter 4).
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iii. Reference to a chapter in an edited book:
Mettam, G. R., & Adams, L. B. (2009). How to prepare an electronic version
of your article. In B. S. Jones, & R. Z. Smith (Eds.), Introduction to the
electronic age (pp. 281–304). New York: E-Publishing Inc.
iv. List of title word abbreviations: http://www.issn.org/2-22661-LTWAonline.php.
Units & Math Formulas
a. Follow internationally accepted rules and conventions: use the international system of units
(SI). If other units are mentioned, please give their equivalent in SI.
b. Where possible, include simple formulas within the line of text
c. Use (/) instead of a horizontal line for small fractional terms (e.g., X/Y)
d. Variables are to be presented in italics
a. Number consecutively any equations that have to be displayed separately from the text (if
referred to explicitly in the text)
b. Use the appropriate number of significant figures to express your data - they should be
justifiable and reflect the necessary level of accuracy of the method. A normal maximum
should be 3 - e.g. 37.1, 2.53. Detailed mathematical discussion should be placed in an
appendix. Equations and formulas should be typewritten. Equations should be numbered
consecutively with Arabic numerals in parentheses on the right hand side of the page. Special
symbols should be identified in the margin, and the meaning of all symbols should be
explained in the text where they first occur. If you use several symbols, a list of definitions
(not necessarily for publication) will help the editor. Type mathematical equations exactly as
they should appear in print.
Tables
a. Number tables consecutively as they appear in the text
b. Place footnotes to tables below the table body as superscript lowercase letters
c. Tables should be submitted as editable text, not images
Artwork
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Use uniform lettering and sizing of your original artwork
Number illustrations according to their sequence in the text
Use a logical naming convention for artwork files
Provide separate captions for each artwork
Artwork size should be at or near the desired print size and in the highest resolution possible.
Submit each artwork as a separate file in .jpeg or .pdf format, unless contained within a
Microsoft Office Application (Word, PowerPoint, Excel)
g. Obtain permission for copyrighted materials from other sources
Submission Checklist
 The submission has not been previously published, nor is it before another journal for
consideration (or an explanation has been provided in Comments to the Editor)
 The submission file is in a common word processing file format (e.g., .doc)
 The manuscript has been ‘spell checked’ and ‘grammar checked’
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 The text adheres to the JRS stylistic and bibliographic requirements
Conflict of Interest
Authors are requested to disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest that could inappropriately
influence, or be perceived to influence, their work. Authors are also requested to identify sources of
financial support for the conduct of the research and/or preparation of the article, or provide a
statement indicating the lack of funding source(s). Submission of an article implies that it has not
been previously published and that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.
Intellectual Property & Copyright
Authors who submit articles and commentary to the Journal of Regulatory Science (JRS) agree to the
following terms:
1. Authors retain copyright and grant the JRS the right of first publication with the work
simultaneously licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License that allows others to
share the work with an acknowledgment of the work's authorship and initial publication in
this journal.
2. Authors are able to enter into separate, additional contractual arrangements for the nonexclusive distribution of the JRS’s published version of the work (e.g., post it to an
institutional repository or publish it in a book), with an acknowledgment of its initial
publication in the Journal of Regulatory Science.
3. Authors are permitted and encouraged to post their work online (e.g., in institutional
repositories or on their website) prior to and during the submission process, as it can lead to
productive exchanges, as well as earlier and greater citation of published work.
4. If excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain written
permission from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article.
Publication Process
The open-access publication process for the JRS is conducted electronically through the Texas Digital
Library Electronic Journal. Articles are first pre-reviewed by the editor and/or a member of the
editorial staff to ensure conformance with basic Journal requirements. Papers that meet basic
requirements are sent to the JRS reviewers with expertise in the article’s subject matter area. Upon
completion of the review, notification of acceptance or rejection, or a request for
revision/resubmission is sent to the author. Upon acceptance of an article, the copy editor will prepare
the paper for final publication and provide an electronic copy of the proof in .pdf file format to the
author prior to publication in the online or print Journal. Once published, the Editor will notify
registered users of availability.
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